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Reptiles: Geckos


Geckos are a small or medium-sized lizard of the family Gekkonidae. There are more than 900 species distributed throughout the warm and desert regions of the world. Most lack moveable eyelids and have characteristic pads on the undersides of their feet that enable them to cling to smooth surfaces. Geckos are unique among lizards in that they possess voices, and different species make characteristic sounds suck as barking, chirping, and squeaking.Geckos are classified in the phylum Chordata , subphylum Vertebrata, class Reptilia, order Squamata, family Gekkonidae.

The average size of gecko is between 6-10 inches long. Adult males are larger and more robust than the female. When healthy, the tail will be 3/4 the size of the neck giving the illusion of another head to protect the gecko from predators. The gecko will also shed its tail as a defense mechanism. The tail separates from the body and surrounding muscles. The muscles then constrict the artery in the tail to prevent unwanted blood loss and the tail will eventually regenerate. Skin color can vary, usually consisting of dark brown spots on white or yellow background. Juveniles have alternating bands of color running down their body and usually break up into spots or splotches during maturation.

They are ectothermic (cold-blooded) meaning that they absorb the heat they need for metabolic survival from outside sources. Optimal daytime temperatures should usually be around 85 degrees. 
Leopard geckos grow quickly and are mature at about one year. Males will be ready to breed much sooner than females. Female geckos should be about two years old to breed. The eggs are quite large and laying them can be difficult for a young female. Breeding a female too young can hurt its growth. The sex of hatchling is determined by temperature.

Calcium and vitamin supplements will insure a healthy, long living gecko. There diets consist of crickets, wax worms, locust, baby mice, and other insects or small rodents. Young geckos or juveniles can be feed daily and adults every other day. Most geckos are nocturnal and their large eyes are adapted to low light conditions so they have excellent vision. Most species of geckos do not appear to have actual eyelids. Their eyelids have become transparent, immovable much like contact lenses, which they will lick to keep clean. 

The largest gecko is the Tokay (Gekko gecko). The Tokay is found ranging from India to the Australian Archipelago. An unusual characteristic of this lizard is that it is possible to see through its head through its ears. Tokay geckoes are aggressive and have been known to bite when provoked or threatened. The Tokay will eat rodents, small birds, and even other lizards.

The most well known species of gecko is the leopard gecko (Eublepharis macularius), it is commonly kept as a pet. Most pet geckos today are bred and raised in captivity. If you have ever seen a gecko, it was probably a leopard.

Leopard geckos are lizards native to Pakistan, India, and Afghanistan where the terrain is dry and rocky. The geckos live on and under the ground and are nocturnal. A leopard gecko has a triangular head and a large tail where it stores fat. Its skin is bumpy and heavily patterned. The patterns are designed to camouflage the gecko from predators. There bites are not poisonous and they require minimal care.
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